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O Babe! in the manger Thou liest! Again Thou art born, Kingly Infant, 
Thy mission of love has begun. The altar — Thy manger-throne; 
Enraptured, Thy pure Virgin Mother, O Babe! in our bosoms Thou liest, 
Adores Thee, her God and her Son! Each heart is a crib of its own! 
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Interesting Story Books 


The Ebb and Flow of Life. 4 collection of thirty-eight stories 
in g large handsome books. The choice selection of stories offered in 
these four volumes gives you a fascinating library in itself. These 
stories are not fiction but facts taken from real life. Based on true 
Catholic principles, they instruct while entertaining. 

Per set of 4 volumes, $5.50. Single volume, $1.50. Postpaid. 


That Office Boy. By Rev. F. J. Finn, S.J. The story hinges 
upon a contest conducted by a newspaper. The rival contestants are 
a sodality and a club. Michael, the “‘office boy” is the strategist 
who wins for the sodality. $1.25 


The Fairy of the Snows. By Rev. F. J. Finn, S.J. The author’s 
new story which is bound to delight the little folks and make the big 
ones chuckle. $1.25 


Cupid of Campion. A new, fascinating story by Rev. F. J. Finn. 
The story is healthy and thrilling and breathes the air of romance. $1.25 


Winnetou, the Apache Knight. By Marion Ames Taggart. 
Vivid word-pictures of thrilling adventures, hair-breath escapes, and 
all that is supposed to be connected with a scout and trapper’s life. $0.60 


The Treasure of Nugget Mountain. By Marion Ames Taggart. 
The interest, action and daring exploits which abound in this story 
will fully satisfy a lover of the adventurous. $0.60 


Jack Hildreth on the Nile. By Marion Ames Taggart. The hero 
of this story is the kind dear to the boyish heart, young, athletic and 
daring, and at the same time thoroughly upright and honest. $0.60 


Fabiola. By Cardinal Wiseman. One of the greatest stories ever 
written about the early Christian Church. $0.75 


Fabiola’s Sisters. Adapted by A. C. Clarke. The central figures 
are the martyrs Perpetua and Felicitas. A leading personage in the 
tale is the famous Tertullian. $0.90 

Inelude 10 cents extra for postage. 
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The Will & Baumer Company 


The Candle Manufacturers 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 


Only makers of the Purissima and Altar Brand Beeswax Candles. 
Inventors and only Makers of the Genuine Vigil Lights. 
Quality is always the chief consideration with us. 


Branches: 
NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 


























The Sanctuaryp-Star 





A star through the darkness is shining, 
’Tis guiding three monarchs of earth, 
Who hasten with love and with longing 
To greet Heaven's King at His birth. 


They find Him, a weak smiling Infant, 
And Mary His form doth enfold. 
O bliss of the kings as they offered 
Their frankincense, myrrh and gold. 


A light near the altar is beaming, 
It shines, o'er a Bethlehem new: 
Where Jesus ts born as to Mary 
And lies in a manger as true. 


Adore Him, though veiled in the Euch’rist, 
Thy God who descends from above; 
Oh, offer thy gifts as the Magi, 
Thy penance, thy prayers and thy love! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Price 50 cts; Canada 60 ds. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 
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HA Most happy Hew Wear 





bis is our beartfelt wisb and greeting to everp dear 
friend and reader of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.’”’ The 
year 1919 bas passed into eternity! Dike a dream it 
bas vanisbed. Wt bas been a bappy dream for many 
who served God faithfully; but it bas been a troubled 
dream to thousands whbo were unmindful of God when visited by 
trials, illness and beavy crosses. 

Life is a constant change: generations come, generations go. 
The majority are carricd along by the stream of time, witbout a 
thougbt of eternity; witbout recognizing the One, the Uncbangeable, 
who in infinite love abides in our midst: unmindful of him whose 
delight is to Dwell among tbe children ot men. Only tbat person 
bas found true peace, who loves and glorifies the One, the Eternal, 
as tbe true Sovereign Good in the most Blessed Sacrament. 

The holy Eucharist is our most magnificent Good. Our eternal 
life depends on our making proper use of this Adorable Sacrament. 
Then should not every true Christian turn to this boly Sacrament 
witb love, and witb boly entbusiasm co-operate in the propagation 
of the Eucharistic kingdom? 

Be an apostle of the holy Eucharist by circulating our maga= 
3ine, by gaining new subscribers. The subscription price, despite 
the extremely bigb cost of paper, is very low. Even the poorest 
person can save fifty cents, and be who is blessed witb temporal 
goods will surely contribute bis mite generously to aid in propa= 
gating the Eucharistic kingdom and assisting it to flourish by 
means of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


Live, O Fesus, in the most holy Eucharist! 
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“The Finger of God!” 


E feel certain that the revelations of the servant 

of God, Anna Catherine Emmerich, which have 
4 appeared regularly in our magazine for some 
¥ time past, have been perused by many of our 
readers with profound emotion and edification. 
It is not surprising, for the same experience 
has hoon made by eminently learned and holy men who studied 
these wonderful visions. To those of our readers who may feel 
interested in the opinion of theologians concerning Anna Catherine 
Emmerich’s revelations, we can afford evidence, weighty and 
conclusive. 

First of all we mention Pope Pius IX. who had so high an 
opinion of these revelations that he ordered the Italian translation 
to be made from single proof-sheets of the original as soon as they 
came from the press. 

When great men such as Dom Prosper Gueranger, the cele- 
brated Abbot of Solesmes, speak of it in highest terms, have we 
room to feel not being in harmony with Catholic faith and teaching 
if we lend our meed of praise? This illustrious Abbot expresses 
his conviction that Anna Catherine Emmerich had a mission from 
God which she faithfully fulfilled. It was for her to bring before 
the mind of nations the Gospel in its most minute details, just at 
the time when the Divinity of Christ and the Gospel truths were 
most strenuously denied by the so-called philosophers of the day. 

And here the learned Abbot expresses his astonishment at 
the way in which she fulfilled her mission. That a poor, uneducated 
peasant-girl in the heart of Europe should describe in their smallest 
details the various characters and languages, manners and customs 
of different and far-off countries; that she should do all this with 
perfect accuracy with respect to the varied circumstances of 
geography, topography, and archaeology of times long past, is 
certainly sufficient to astound even the most prudent and learned. 

In his preface to the “Life of Jesus,” by Anna Catherine 
Emmerich, Dom Gueranger wrote: “What astonishes and transports 
one with Anna Catherine Emmerich is the inexhaustible richness 
which effaces from this work of the ‘Life of Jesus,’ the appearance 
of what is human. Face to face with this inexhaustible, marvelous 
work, one cannot refrain from exclaiming, ‘Digitus Dei est hic — 
This is the finger of God!’ ” 

Rev. P. Meschler, the brilliant ornament of the Jesuit Order 
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writes as follows: “A person cannot read the life of the servant 
of God without being penetrated by the conviction, that here one 
has an extraordinarily favored being, a pearl of genuine Christian 
virtue. It is certain that no revelations bear the marks of such 
simple clearness and objectivity as those of Sister Emmerich.” 

Renowned men such as Dr. Heinrich, Dr. Scheeben, P. Weis, 
O.P., and Dr. Prunner are also among the enthusiastic admirers 
of Anna Catherine Emmerich. The learned orientalist and Bible 
researcher, H. Grotemeyer, writes: “Should anyone still doubt, I 
would ask him to look carefully at the ‘Life of Jesus,’ according 
to the revelations of the servant of God, Anna Catherine Em- 
merich, and then answer the question, whether among all the 
Bible researchers of the present time there is one who can in 
any way compare in possessing so comprehensive and accurate 
a knowledge of Palestine at the time of Christ, as is set forth in 
these visions.” 

The Canon of the Cathedral of Layback, Austria, published 
a book in 1880, in which he states that he had read Anna 
Catherine’s revelations for a considerable time without being able 
to harmonize some points. Many things seemed very beautiful, 
useful and correct; but others were hard to accept. Instead of 
denouncing the whole as a pious dream, he set himself to the 
task of studying the geography of Asia in all its details. As he 
Studied he compared his researches with the statements of Anna 
Catherine Emmerich. The result of his earnest and honest in- 
vestigation was that he publicly acknowledged Anna Catherine 
Emmerich to be the most correct geographer, topographer and 
archaeologist in the world. His first difficulties he admitted were 
due rather to a want of knowledge on his own part than that 
of any fault of the wonderfully enlightened Sister. 

A famous Rabbi declares: “Either this maiden, Anna Cath- 
erine Emmerich, was in constant communication with a Rabbi 
who was most perfectly versed in the Talmudical tradition, or 
I am at a loss to comprehend how truly, how precisely, she gives 
the meaning of words and customs, the knowledge of which only 
the most thorough master of the science of the Talmud possesses.” 
(The “Talmud” is a book of Hebrew laws and traditions.) 

Canon Urbas says: “The works of Sister Emmerich are a 
rich mine. Some few remarks often throw much light on certain 
subjects of the Gospel. Their power to move and vivify the soul 
is especially noticeable. Here, as in no other book outside the 
Holy Scriptures, we find words of eternal life.” 
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We conclude these recommendations and approbations wita 
the words of the great intellect, Gorres. Though not in the 
ranks of the priesthood, he so excelled in theological learning 
and sound judgment that his words were received as oracles 
in his time. In his magnificent work on mysticism, he declares: 
“I know no visions richer, more profound, more wonderful, or 
more thrilling in their nature than those of Sister Emmerich!” 

Many more names might be mentioned, among them car- 
dinals, archbishops, bishops and enlightened spiritual men who 
extol the merits of these revelations in the highest terms. Filled 
with veneration for Anna Catherine Emmerich they pronounce 
her visions a special and effective means to nourish the knowledge 
and love for our Lord and His Blessed Mother whose exalted 
worth cannot be too impressively urged upon the faithful. 


Qooeo om 


Jesus on the Way to Bethlehem. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich Continued. 





(After His baptism by John at the Jordan, Jesus visited the places where His 
Mother and St. Joseph had journeyed when He was an Infant.) 


OW Jesus is in the neighborhood through which 
Joseph and Mary had journeyed from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem thirty years before. Joseph had at that 
time made a round-about trip here of nearly one 
and a half hours’ distance. He avoided all towns, 
and in his short journeys of a few hours daily, had 

passed through here, as it was fatiguing for the Holy Virgin to sit 

for a great length of time in the side-saddle, as also to walk for 
some distance. 

At first our Lord came to that house where Mary had been ill 
received. The master of the house an old, rough man was Aiill 
living. Jesus spoke of the hospitality and charity that all the holy 
forefathers had practiced; for where would be the blessing and the 
law, had Abraham driven away the angels who brought him the - 
blessing? Our Lord said, “He who turned away the Mother with 
the Child beneath her heart, when fatigued from her journey she 
knocked at his door, and who mocked the friendly man who sought 
a lodging, will likewise refuse admittance to the Son and the 
salvation He brings.” 

Then Jesus taught before the assembled shepherds, that all 
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actions are a type and a germ of those following, and that 
contrition and penance destroy the old root of sin, and that by 
repentance, man will be regenerated in the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost and will bring forth fruits to life eternal. 

Jesus came to another shepherd-house that had been a lodging 
of the Holy Virgin. Here Jesus was received very kindly. The 
inmates of the house and the neighbors and children came out full 
of joy to meet Him, and cast themselves down before Him. In this 
house the Holy Virgin and St. Joseph had very lovingly received 
alodging. Jesus here partook of nourishment, of fruit, vegetables 
and small loaves baked in ashes. These people were very pious 
and enlightened. 

They led Jesus into the room which the Holy Virgin had 
occupied during the night. They had long transformed it into a 
place of prayer. It was very beautiful and clean like a chapel. 
The aged man conducted Jesus into it, and showed Him where 
His Mother had rested and where His grandmother, St. Ann, had 
slept, who also stopped here when she visited the Holy Virgin in 
Bethlehem. These people knew about the birth of Jesus and about 
the adoration of the Magi, and the prophecy of Simeon in the 
temple, about the flight into Egypt and the wonderful teaching of 
Jesus in the temple. They had also celebrated some of these days 
in their place of worship by saying prayers, and from the beginning 
faithfully believed, hoped and loved. They asked Jesus in all 
simplicity: How this was? In Jerusalem among the most distin- 
guished people there was a report that the new Messiah, as King 
of the Jews, would restore their kingdom and deliver them from 
the yoke of the Romans; whether this would come to pass? 

Jesus explained all to them in a parable of the Son of a king, 
whom his father sent out to ascend his throne, to restore the holy 
place and deliver his brethren from the yoke; they however, would 
not recognize his son, they would persecute and maltreat him, but 
he would nevertheless be exalted and all who would keep his 
commandments, he would draw to himself into the kingdom of his 
Heavenly Father. 

When Jesus left the shepherd-house, which was located about 
five hours’ distance from Bethlehem, the people accompanied Him. 
They associated with those shepherds who had visited Jesus in the 
crib; for this reason they were so well disposed. 

The shepherds also led Jesus to various paths where His 
Mother had walked. But He knew these places better than His 
guides, so that they exclaimed in wonder, “Lord, Thou art a prophet 
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and a pious Son, since Thou knowest and walkest in the foot-prints 
of Thy highly blessed Mother.” 


Jesus in the Valley of the Shepherds at Bethlehem. 


Jesus went on a long, round-about way into the valley of the 
shepherds. I often saw Him praying half the night in solitude on 
hills. g 1 heard the disciples of Jesus beg Him, on account of His 
austere life, going barefoot, fasting and keeping night-watches in 
the cold and damp season, not to destroy His body so soon. But 
He gently put them off, and earnestly continued doing His part. 

Jesus descended into the valley of the shepherds. The 
shepherds that lived there had been informed by the disciples of 
the coming of Jesus. Individuals among them had visions of His 
approach. A few therefore kept the night-watch, and always looked 
into the direction whence He must come. I saw Him radiant and 
surrounded by light, descending into the valley; for many of these 
simple people were favored. All hastened to meet our Lord and 
castithemselves down before Him. They greeted Him in words of 
psalms that express the coming of salvation and the gratitude of 
Israel for the fulfillment of the Promise. Jesus was very loving 
with them and spoke of their happy state. About twenty shepherds 
lived here. He told them, that He now came to visit them, because 
they had greeted Him in His cradle, and had been charitable toward 
Him and His parents. He also taught of shepherds and flocks, and 
that He, too, was a Shepherd, who had other shepherds under Him, 
and would gather, heal and guide the flock to the end of days. 

The shepherds related of the announcement made by the 
angels, of the Holy Family and the Child; of the Kings and the 
many gifts which the holy Kings had left behind. The shepherds 
showed Jesus the treasures that they still had preserved from the 
gifts of the three holy Kings, and which they had concealed in a 
cave. These consisted of bars of pure gold and some pieces of 
costly fabrics interwoven with threads of gold. They asked Jesus 
whether they should give it to the temple. He told them they 
should save it for the Church that would be the new temple. 
From here they conducted our Lord to the place of His birth. 

The grotto had been greatly changed when the shepherds 
now came with Jesus. Being a holy place, they had made of it 
their place of prayer. But nobody was to walk upon the sacred 
ground itself. The grotto was extended and a partition put in to 
shut off the space. The walls and the floor had been covered 
with carpets from the Kings. 
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It was the beginning of the Sabbath when they brought Jesus 
hither. The crib itself was still in the place where it had formerly 
Stood. Jesus showed them, what they did not know, the spot 
where He had been born. He gave them an instruction here. 
He told them how His Heavenly Father had predestined this 
place when Mary was conceived. 

The shepherds then took Jesus to an adjoining grotto, in which 
the Holy Family had taken up their abode for a while. The spring 
which had gushed forth at the birth of Christ they had curbed 
neatly and used it in sickness. Jesus had the disciples take 
some of the water with them Afterwards He went separately to 
each shepherd-dwelling. Jesus spent the nights alone in prayer. 


Jesus Visits Separate Dwellings Where the Holy Family 
had Rested on Their Flight into Egypt. 


When He left the shepherds, He said to the disciples that 
He wished now to make a journey alone to some people who 
had lovingly received Him and His parents on their flight, and 
to convert a sinner. Not a step of His holy parents would remain 
unrewarded. He would go in search of all who had shown Him 
hospitality and charity at that time, and would lead them to 
salvation. Every act of kindness and charity had been here, as 
formerly, a share, an advancement of salvation, and would be so 
forever. Just as Jesus was now visiting all those who had then 
shown charity toward Him and His parents, so would His Heav- 
enly Father be mindful of all who would show charity and bestow 
benefits on the least of His brethren. 

Jesus now journeyed alone through a wild region, a few 
hours’ distant from the Dead Sea, and came to the place where 
the Holy Family had taken their last lodging in Herod’s 
dominion on their flight to Egypt. Although outcasts, these 
people had received the Holy Family kindly. Jesus entered a 
house and asked for hospitality. The name of the master of the 
house was Ruben. He was about fifty years of age, and had already 
been here at the time of the flight into Egypt. As Jesus spoke 
to him and looked into his countenance, it seemed as though a 
ray of light darted into his breast. The words and salutation 
of Jesus were like a blessing, and the man deeply affected said, 
“Lord, it seems as though the Land of Promise comes with Thee 
into my house.” Jesus told him that if he believed in the Promise, 
and would not reject its fulfillment, he would also have a share 
in the Land of Promise. 
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He then spoke of good works and their results, and that He 
had now come to him to announce the salvation, because thirty 
years ago, His Mother and foster-father had been kindly received 
on their flight. Every deed bears its fruit, just as this deed, the 
good as well as the bad. Thereupon the man cast himself to 
the earth and profoundly moved exclaimed, “Lord, how does it 
happen to me, a vile and wretched man, that Thou shouldst enter 
my house?” Jesus explained to him, that He had come to bring 
back sinners and to cleanse them. The man Sill continued 
speaking of his vileness and how they all were an unworthy, lost 
generation. He said also that his grandchildren were ill and 
wretched, and Jesus replied, if He would believe in Him and be 
baptized, He would restore his grandchildren to health. Then 
Ruben washed the feet of Jesus and gave Him whatever he had 
for refreshment. When the neighbors came in, he told them who 
Jesus was and what He had promised. There was a relative 
present, whose name was Issachar. 

He led Jesus to his sick grandchildren, some of whom had 
leprosy and some were crippled. Jesus also went to women who 
were ill and suffered with issue of blood. He told the children 
to arise and they were well. He ordered a bath to be prepared. 
They placed a large vessel of water under a tent. Beneath His 
cloak He carried two flasks, from one of these He poured into 
the vessel some of the baptism-water of the Jordan and blessed 
the water. The people had to wash themselves therein, and all 
came forth healed and thanked the Lord. He did not baptize 
them Himself, but this washing was a private baptism, and He 
requested them to apply for baptism at the Jordan. When they 
asked Him whether the Jordan possessed such special efficacy, He 
told them: the path of the Jordan is measured and established, 
and all the holy places of this Land were defined by His Heavenly 
Father, before people ever lived here, yea, before the Land of 
the Jordan existed. He said wonderful things in this regard. 

He spoke also to the women about matrimony and recom- 
mended modesty and continency, and explained to them that their 
moral corruption and the misery of the children in this region was 
a consequence of the disorderly union in married life. He spoke 
of the share the parents had in the demoralization of the children, 
and of the cessation of the evil through penance and satisfaction 
and the regeneration in baptism. Thereupon He spoke of everything 
they had done for the Holy Family on their flight to Egypt, and 
taught on the places where they had rested and taken nourishment. 
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Afterwards Jesus came into a region which He had designated 
to His disciples as the place where they would find Him. They 
met Him in a gorge. He took them into a large cave that lay 
in a very wild locality. Here they passed the night. This had 
been the sixth stopping-place of the Holy Family on their flight 
into Egypt. Jesus related this to the disciples. He instructed 
them on the holiness of this place. The Holy Family on their 
flight had arrived here very fatigued and depressed. The Holy 
Virgin was very sad and wept. They suffered want of everything, 
for they fled along round-about ways. The Holy Family spent a 
whole day here resting. Several miracles took place for their 
refreshment: a spring gushed forth from the cave, and a wild 
goat came along and permitted them to milk her. 

Jesus spoke to the disciples of the great trials and sufferings 
that would await them and all who followed Him, and of the 
hardships which His Blessed Mother and He had endured here, 
and of the mercy of His Heavenly Father and of the holiness 
of this place. He blessed the cave as though He were dedicat- 
ing it into a church. 


Jesus Goes to a Relative of St. Joseph. 


When Jesus and His disciples left the cave, they journeyed 
toward Bethlehem. He was asked why His Mother made the 
long journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, when she might have 
been so comfortable at home. Jesus then spoke of the Promise, 
and that He was to be born in poverty in Bethlehem among the 
shepherds, as a Shepherd who would gather the flock, and there- 
fore after His Heavenly Father had given testimony of Him, He 
fir& passed through the shepherd-region. 

Jesus came to a single country-house to a relative of St. 
Joseph. They were baptized and received Jesus friendly and 
humbly. Several neighbors came there. Jesus taught and par- 
took of a meal with them. After the meal He went alone with 
the two men; their names were Aminadeb and Manasse. They 
asked Him whether He knew their circumstances, and whether 
they should immediately follow Him. He said: No; they should 
now be His secret disciples. They knelt down and He blessed 
them. But before the death of Jesus, they joined His public 
disciples. 

From here Jesus went into the next to the last lodging of 
Mary before her coming to Bethlehem. Here He was received 
very kindly. A meal and a warm bath were prepared for, Him. 
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The woman who thirty years before had given shelter to the 
Holy Family, was still living. — At that time the man had received 
the holy Travelers very readily and willingly, but his wife who 
was young and somewhat vain had not cared to show herself. 
She had seen the Holy Virgin and was vexed at her beauty. 

After Jesus had washed Himself, He also went to this woman. 
She was blind and for several years had been entirely crippled. 
Jesus spoke of charity and hospitality, and of selfishness, and 
made known to her that her present misery was a punishment 
for it. The woman was deeply touched. She acknowledged her 
fault and Jesus healed her. He told her to lie in the water in 
which He had washed Himself. Thereupon she regained her 
eye-sight, and walked erect and was well. But He forbade her 
to speak of it. ° 

The people asked Him in all simplicity: Who was the greater, 
He or John? He replied: “He, of whom John gives testimony.” 
They spoke also of John’s zeal, and of the beautiful figure of 
Jesus. Jesus told them three and a half years hence they would 
no longer see any form in Him, would no longer recognize Him, 
thus would this body become disfigured. He spoke of the zeal 
of John, as one who knocks at the house of those who were 
asleep before the coming of the Lord; as one, who breaks the 
path through the desert that the King may walk upon it; as of a 
stream that cleanses the bed of the river. 


“Behold the Lamb of God!” 


At daybreak Jesus and His disciples went toward the Jordan, 
about quarter of an hour’s distance from the hut of John, who 
Stood there teaching. Here Jesus was visible to the Baptist not 
more than a few minutes. But John was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, and pointing toward Jesus exclaimed: “Behold the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the sins of the world!” It was early 
in the morning. 

The people then said to John: So many persons are following 
Jesus; His disciples have already baptized, how will this end? 
John repeated to them that he would soon leave this place 
and withdraw beforé Jesus, for he had merely been His precursor 
and servant. John’s disciples were not at all pleased with this as 
they were somewhat jealous of Jesus’ disciples. Jesus tarried on 
this journey in various places, where some of the children accom- 
panied Him singing His praises, while others ran into the houses 
to bring out their parents. 
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Jesus in Gilgal. 

In Gilgal, Jesus was awaited by friends, Lazarus, Joseph of 
Arimathea, Obed and others. On this occasion I saw the death 
of Moses. He died upon a small steep hill. Josua and Eliezer 
were with him. He received a vision from God. To Josua he 
gave a scroll upon which were written six curses and six blessings, 
which he was to make known in the Land of Promise. After 
embracing them, he told them to go hence, and not to look 
around. Thereupon he knelt with arms extended and sank over 
dead. I saw the earth open wide beneath him, and there enclose 
him as in a beautiful tomb. 

Here in Gilgal is a place for lodging. In a public place 
under a porch Jesus taught the women, then the maidens. He 
taught of chastity and modesty, of conquering curiosity, of 
modesty in dress, of hiding the hair and covering the head in 
the temple. He spoke of the presence of God and the angels in 
holy places, and that even the angels there cover their faces. 
He treated children very kindly. He blessed them, took.them in 
His arms and they were greatly attached to Him. 

Lazarus and the friends returned, and Jesus sent word to the 
Holy Virgin where He would meet her before going to the desert. 


The Sanhedrim of Jerusalem. 


The Sanhedrim of Jerusalem held another lengthy consultation 
about Jesus. Everywhere they had bribed people who reported 
to them. The Sanhedrim consisted of seventy-one priests and 
learned men; from among these they formed a committee of twenty, 
who came together to deliberate and dispute. They looked 
up the genealogy and could not deny that Joseph and Mary 
descended from the line of David, and Mary’s mother from the 
house of Aaron; but the families were wholly obscure, and Jesus 
goes around with all kinds of vagabonds. He defiles Himself with 
publicans, heathens and favors slaves. They had heard, that 
recently in the neighborhood of Bethlehem, Jesus spoke so 
familiarly with the Sichemites on their way home from work, and 
thought He was probably planning a revolt with all kinds of the 
rabble. Some declared He might perhaps have been a changeling, 
and would once proclaim himself the son of a king. He mus 
receive certain secret instructions, they supposed from the devil, 
because very frequently He separated Himself from the others, 
and at night time goes alone into the desert, or on a mountain. 

In the Sanhedrim there were a few secret friends of Jesus, who 
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had been deeply moved by Him. They did not contradict the 
others, but served the cause of Jesus. In Jerusalem the Sanhedrim 
spread this report: Jesus must be instructed by the devil. 

On the Sabbath Jesus taught of the baptism of John, which 
was a baptism of penance, and which would be superseded by the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost and the remission of sin. Jesus had 
them make a general confession of their sins, whereupon they 
accused themselves individually of their main passion and weakness. 
He startled many by telling them their sins. He also placed His 
hands on them in absolution. The person who baptized, dipped 
water three times upon the head with his hand. 

From Sukkoth, Jesus entered upon His journey to Greater 
Chorazin, the place He had assigned for His Mother and the holy 
women to go. There Jesus spoke to His Mother alone, that He 
would now go to Bethania and into the desert. Mary was earnest 
and sorrowful and begged Him not to go to Jerusalem, because she 
had heard about Him from the council there. 

Jesus journeyed the long distance from Chorazin to Bethania. 
In a lodging near Bethania, He taught His disciples a long time 
and spoke of the dangers that awaited Him and all those who would 
accompany Him in His future career. He also told them they 
should now depart from Him and should earnestly consider 
whether they wished to persevere with Him for the future. 

Lazarus came to meet Him here. Jesus dismissed the disciples. 
Many friends, also the holy women and Veronica were in Bethania. 
Jesus spoke to Lazarus and to a few confidential friends of His 
future abode. They advised Him not to settle in Jerusalem, because 
of much talk about Him there. They proposed that He choose 
Salem for His dwelling-place, because few pharisees were there. 
The Lord spoke of these places and the priesthood which Melchise. 
dech prefigured must be fulfilled: He had measured all the paths 
and founded the places where His Heavenly Father wished that 
the Son of man should walk. He told them also that most of the 
time He would be along the Sea of Genezareth. 

Jesus spoke of the baptism of John and of the first baptism of 
the disciples of Jesus. There was no great difference; the latter 
only approached nearer to the forgiveness of sin; not until the 
coming of the Paraclete was the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
administered for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus told them that He 
would seclude Himself for a time, in order to prepare Himself for 
His arduous mission of teaching. He did not tell them that He 
would fast. (To be continued.) 




















The first Christmas crib was made by St. Francis Assisi in a grotto at Greccio, Italy 
in 1223. Full of joy, the saint takes the little ones in his arms and shows to them our 
Infant Savior and the holy group in the tiny Stable. With burning words he tells the 
peasants how much God loved men as to become a poor, helpless Child to win our hearts. 
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New Year Thoughts. 





Our Heavenly Father has promised us three gifts for every 
hour of the day and night as long as we live. 

The firSt gift is the assiStance of grace for all necessities of 
body and soul, for every work, for every danger, for every 
temptation, if we but humbly and confidently have recourse to Him. 

The second gift is forgiveness of all our sins, without exception, 
both mortal and venial, whenever with supernatural sorrow we 
detest our sins and turn to God, either by sincere confession or 
perfect contrition. 

The third gift is that of being received into heaven, into peace, 


into joy, into bliss, into the fulness of love and happiness, the like 


of which human eye has never seen, human ear never heard, nor 
human heart ever conceived. 

These three gifts contain everything, absolutely everything 
that is good and salutary and desirable for us. But there is one 
thing, one only, that our Heavenly Father did not promise us. 
Receive the answer as a most valuable and useful New Year Gift: 
Our Heavenly Father has not promised us tomorrow! 

Why has our loving Father in heaven not promised us tomorrow? 
Surely for this reason: that we may spend every day in such a 
manner as though it were our last; as though we could work out 
our salvation only today, while tomorrow there would be no more 
time; that we would perform good works today, momentarily 
expecting that time when “the night cometh wherein no man can 
work” (John ix. 4). Briefly said, God has not promised us tomorrow 
that we may serve Him all the more zealously today, during this 
present day, so that at any hour we may be ready to die. 

God has given us everything good, beneficial and amiable as 
only a loving Father could. In return He expects us to be His 
grateful children. He gave us the highest that He could possibly 
bestow: His well-beloved Son, that we may receive Him as the 
most precious Gift from heaven, that we offer Him our hearts and 
perform everything with Jesus, through Jesus and for Jesus, for 
the honor and glory of the Heavenly Father. 

Only in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in no other Name 


_ can we obtain salvation. For this reason the very first day of the 
year is dedicated to the holy Name of Jesus. For in this Name 
alone is salvation, happiness and blessing. Whoever frequently 
and confidently invokes this Name will not be wanting in temporal 
prosperity, much less in spiritual, heavenly things. The Name 
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of Jesus is a Name of peace, of truth, of life and love. May this 
holy Name be with us as a shield and protection in every danger, 
may this holy Name dwell in us as the seal of holy love. Let us 
begin the New Year in the Name of Jesus, that His blessed Name 
may be glorified in us and we in Him. 

Whatever we do, let us do in the Name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the glorious, efficacious good intention that sanctifies 
everything: our thoughts, words and actions. Justly does St. 
Thomas Aquinas declare: “Truly, this Name sanctifies sinners, 
rejoices the just, strengthens the tempted, increases sanctifying 
grace and gladdens all those who invoke this glorious Name.” 


QO DOS SOS 


Holy Mass Renders Supreme Glory 
to God, Obtains.Greatest Benefits 
for Ourselves. 





MONG all the acts of worship rendered to God 
4 by Holy Church, none is more pleasing to Him, 
none is more beneficial to ourselves than the 
adorable Sacrifice of the Mass. It is not a human 
act, but a divine sacrifice, and for this reason is 
free from every earthly imperfection. In holy 
Mass the most exalted mysteries of our faith are renewed for our 
salvation and reconciliation. 

From this sublime Sacrifice, the Divinity receives more honor 
and joy, more thanksgiving and more adequate worship, than 
from all the praises of the angels and saints. If all the virtues 
and penitential works of the elect were combined and offered to 
God, this would redound far less to His honor and joy, than when 
one holy Mass is offered to Him. In holy Mass our Divine Savior 
supplies for our omissions or negligences in the love and service 
of God. In our stead He praises, loves and honors His Heavenly 
Father. Now, if in holy Mass, we offer to the Eternal Father 
this praise, love and honor offered by Jesus Himself, we render 
Him higher honor, greater love, more sublime praise, and more 
fervent thanksgiving than could ever be rendered Him in heaven 
and on earth. 

By assisting at holy Mass you render the most noble service 
and most worthy homage to the sacred humanity of Christ. 
You thereby honor His bitter Passion in the best possible way, 
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and become a partaker in its fruits. You can also venerate and 
rejoice the Mother of God in the most perfect manner; and by 
this Sacrifice can honor the saints and angels more than by 
many prayers. 


Our Own Inestimable Advantages. 


If you assist devoutly at holy Mass, dear reader, you can 
gain many and precious advantages. 

1. By hearing Mass devoutly, you enrich your soul more 
than by anything else in the world, because in this act you per- 
form a good work of the highest value. 

2. When you bow down before the Sacred Host and the 
chalice, you perform a supreme act of adoration, a signal exer- 
cise of pure faith, which will receive a great reward. Each time 
you reverently gaze at the Sacred Host, you merit a special 
recompense in heaven. 

3. Each time you contritely strike your breast, some of your 
sins are remitted. If you hear Mass in a state of mortal sin, 
God offers you each time the grace of repentance. 

4. If you hear Mass in the state of grace, God increases sanc- 
tifying grace in your soul and gives you many actual graces. 

5. In holy Mass you are spiritually nourished with the Flesh 
and Blood of Christ. 

6. By attentively hearing Mass you also obtain bodily 
and temporal blessings. You will be preserved from many mis- 
fortunes that would otherwise befall you and you will also be 
Strengthened against temptations which would otherwise have 
overpowered you. 

7. By piously assisting holy Mass you can merit the grace 
of a holy death. The remembrance of the Masses heard in 
your lifetime will be your consolation at the hour of death, and 
inspire you with firm confidence in the divine mercy. They will 
accompany you to judgment and will dispose the stri@ Judge to 
be lenient toward you. 

8. You may expect a short and mild purgatory, because 
through many holy Masses you have already atoned for your 
sins to a great extent. By every Mass devoutly heard, you will 
do more to mitigate your future pains in purgatory than by any 
acis of penance, however difficult. 

9. Every holy Mass at which you assist in honor of the angels 
and saints will secure for you their special aid and intercession 
in all needs. 
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10. One Mass at which you assisted in life will be of greater 
benefit to you than many said for you after death. 

11. In heaven you will certainly and eternally possess a high 
degree of glory; for every Mass at which you assisted exalts you 
higher in heaven and gives you a marked increase of felicity. 

12. You can amply recompense all your benefactors by 
hearing Mass for their intention. By offering the holy Sacrifice 
you can obtain the grace of conversion for many sinners. 


Your Prayers During Holy Mass are More 
Efficacious than at any Other Time. 


Do you desire to render God worthy praise and honor? Then 
assist frequently and devoutly at holy Mass, and offer Him the 
praise, love, thanksgiving and honor offered Him by Christ Himself. 

When you assist at holy Mass in the state of grace, be as- 
sured that Christ praises the Heavenly Father for you; loves 
Him, thanks Him, honors Him for you, and makes satisfaction 
for your debt. By sprinkling your soul in a mystic manner with 
His Precious Blood, He cleanses and adorns it with His own merits. 

From this we begin to realize how much better and infinitely 
more advantageous it is to pray during Mass than at any other 
time. If you pray at home, you merit no more than the value 
of your prayer. You will obtain more or less graces and merits 
according to your purity of intention and the fervor of your 
prayers. However, if you pray united with the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, you will find the whole treasure of grace, and become 
rich at once. For in Mass the fruit of the bitter Passion of Jesus 
Christ is applied to you, and you participate in His merits. 

As often as you assist at holy Mass in the state of grace, 
you never leave without some merits; but the abundance of fruit 
you reap depends on the greater or less fervor which animates. 
your prayers. , 


When Several Masses are Said at the Same Time. 


If you see a priest beginning Mass, recommend yourself in. 
spirit in this Mass. Make the intention to assist at it devoutly 
and to offer up the holy Sacrifice with the priest. Should you 
come to church after the consecration, unite yourself with this. 
Mass, and you will not be deprived of its merits. Never leave 
the church just before the consecration. Remain to adore your 
God and offer Christ to His Heavenly Father that you may also. 
participate in the fruits of this Sacrifice. 
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Endeavor to assist at holy Mass in as perfect a manner as 
possible. Do not be satisfied with saying prayers in general, and 
such as have no reference to holy Mass. In spirit offer our 
Divine Lord to His Eternal Father with the priest; adore Him 
present on the altar, and receive Him in Holy Communion, at 
least spiritually if you are prevented from receiving sacramentally. 

Prefer this manner of hearing Mass to every other. You 
will yourself experience that it is more salutary, after the conse- 
cration, to pour out your heart to God, than to say many long 


prayers. 
Great Benefit of Hearing Mass. 


From the foregoing it will readily be inferred that the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass is the most exalted, the most God-pleasing act 
of worship that can take place in heaven or on earth, and that 
thereby we can obtain from God more than by all the good 
deeds performed in the whole world. If we consider this well, 
we must necessarily feel impelled by an ardent desire to assist 
often at the adorable Sacrifice. Since by devoutly assisting at 
holy Mass and offering it to the Heavenly Father we can most 
easily appease the just anger of God and most efficaciously ex- 
piate our sins, it is certainly expedient for us to seize this easy 
means and therewith pay our heavy debt as with cash money. 

By assisting at Mass we not only pay our debts of sin and 
expiate their punishment, but each time we also obtain greater 
graces from God and increase our eternal glory and merits for 
heaven. For, in truth, holy Mass is a kind of embassy by which 
the Catholic Church sends the priest to God to offer Him the 
highest Gift there is in heaven and on earth; and just on this 
account to petition for spiritual and temporal favors and graces. 
The greater the number of persons who take part in this divine 
embassy, and the more devoutly and reverently they assist there- 
at, the more pleasing it is to God the Father, and the more 
surely will they obtain the favors desired. 

From this it can be inferred that everybody can spiritually 
offer the holy Mass as a Sacrifice belonging to himself, for his 
own and others’ benefit; and that he can merit great graces for 
himself and others: Even the prayers of the Church imply this, 
for in holy Mass the priest says in the commemoration for the 
living: “Be mindful, O Lord, of all here present whose faith and 
devotion are known to Thee, for whom we offer, or who offer 
to Thee this Sacrifice of praise for themselves, their families and 
friends, for the redemption of their souls, for the health and 
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salvation they hope for, and for which they now pay their vows 
(offer their devout sentiments) to Thee, the eternal, living and 
true God.” By these words the Church testifies that not only 
the priest, but every person assisting at Mass, can offer up the 
holy Sacrifice for himself and his friends, the living and the dead. 


The Love and Condescension of Jesus on the Altar. 


How easily you can obtain graces at holy Mass, you may 
judge from a revelation of St. Mechtilde showing how Christ daily 
comes to the Sacrifice of the altar in a sevenfold manner. 

First, He comes with profound humility. No one present is 
so despised but that our Lord would not humbly incline toward 
him and approach him, provided the person himself desires it. 

Secondly, He comes with unwearying patience. No sinner 
is so great, but that our Divine Savior would have patience with 
him and joyfully remit his entire debt, as soon as the penitent 
desires to become reconciled with God. 

Thirdly, He comes with unspeakable love. No one can be 
so cold or hardened, whose heart He would not wish to soften 
and enkindle with love, if the sinner but wills it. 

Fourthly, He comes with marvelous generosity. No one is 
so poor that He would not be able to enrich him. 

Fifthly, He comes as a most sweet Food. No one is so hungry 
that He could not satiate him. 

Sixthly, He comes with refulgent splendor. There is no 
heart so dark which He could not enlighten. 

Finally, He comes with such holiness, that no one is so tepid 
and slothful, that He could not arouse and stimulate them to 
fervor. And our Lord added: 

“Receive it as a most certain truth, that if anyone hears Mass 
devoutly and zealously, | will send him, for his consolation and de- 
fense at the hour of his death, as many of the glorious spirits who 
Stand around My throne, as he will have heard Masses with de- 
votion.” 

Are these not wonderfully consoling words? Is this not a 
most gracious promise? Ought it not encourage us to hear holy 
Mass frequently? Behold, dear Christian, how easily you will 
conquer the assaults of Satan in your last hour, if you have as 
many angels and saints at your side as in your lifetime you 
assisted at Mass in a spirit of true contrition and devotion! 
Strive, therefore, whenever it can be done without neglecting the 
duties of your state, daily to assist devoutly at holy Mass. 








Burning Words of Father Matheo — Apostle 
of the Enthronement. 





1S is already known to most of our readers, it was during 
the Holy Hour spent at Paray-le-Monial that Father 
Matheo’s mission of the Enthronement was revealed to 
him. He was to win over, family after family, the peo- 
ples of the earth to the Sacred Heart, and the plan of the “En- 
thronement” was unfolded to him, such as it is carried out today 
throughout the world. The dream of Father Matheo’s life had 
always been to preach the love of the Sacred Heart. 

Father Matheo obtained the sanction and encouragement of 
both Pius X. and Benedict XV. on his crusade of love. The 
blessing of God stamps his mission, and so numerous are the 
miracles of grace and the conversions obtained that a bishop 
once wrote to him: “What I have beheld, father, is not the res- 
urrection of one dead man (spiritually dead), but of a graveyard !’” 

One whose priviledge it was to see and hear Father Matheo 
several times during a retreat he preached in the Visitation Con- 
vent of Lyons, writes: 

We should like to recall here the rapture of those few hours. 
But, alas! what we cannot reproduce is the divine eloquence of 
the great apostle. His words were like sparks of fire which in- 
flamed the hearts of all who heard him. “Oh! I do not envy 
my guardian angel,” he would repeat, “nor all the angelic 
choirs — they cannot say Mass! or preach about love! — or 
suffer for the Beloved One!” 

The Enthronement, he tells us, is the complete realization 
of all the requests made by the Sacred Heart at Paray-le-Monial, 
and of the magnificent promises which accompanied them. Father 
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Matheo calls it the complete realization, because the san@tifica- 
tion of each family is the aim and end of this apo&tleship. Like 
a small cell in the great social system, each home mu&t become 
the first living throne of the God of Love. 

Our Lord in the Enthronement seeks His rightful place amongst 
us, as during His apostolic life He would seek, towards evening, 
the warm and loving hospitality of Martha and Lazarus at Bethany. 
His must be the place of honor because He is King. It must 
also be the place of an intimate familiar friend for He is the 
dearest Friend, and it is by love alone that He seeks to rule... 

The Enthronement is Jesus, the “Emmanuel” living again 
amongst us. Some may say, not understanding: “But the Sacred 
Heart is already enthroned in our home. He is in every room 
and we are all consecrated to Him.” 

Yes! but has He been solemnly enthroned, has the conse- 
cration taken place when the whole family was assembled? Has 
Jesus been acclaimed “Master” so that in future the house and 
all it contains is not yours but His? Do you leave all that concerns 
you in His care? sharing with Him the happy hours as well as 
those which are sad and lonely? Do you treat Him, in short, as 
if He were really present, the beloved, honored guest to whom 
all things are confided? Is an image of the Sacred Heart exposed 
and venerated in your home according to our Lord’s request at 
Paray, so that He may shed abundant blessings on your family?... 

Such is the Enthronement. It is a consecration of every 
moment and every hour to the Sacred Heart. A simple conse- 
cration may be only a passing act. The Enthronement coniti- 
tutes a State of life in which the precepts of the Gospel become 
the abiding law of the home of which the Sacred Heart is King. 

“We do not know our Lord,” Father Matheo often repeated, 
“and that is why we do not love Him. We fear Him. We avoid 
Him. ‘Abide in the tabernacle,’ our actions seem to say to Him, 
‘but we will live our lives elsewhere.’ Or like the Israelites of 
old, we implore: ‘Do not show us Thy Face, or we perish!’ 
Ah, in Jesus, our Emmanuel (God with us), so meek, so humble 
of Heart, so loving, whose delights are to be with the children 
of men — we see only the God of justice instead of the God of love.” 


Send for the booklet, Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the Home. €Explains this grace-giving devotion; contains complete 
prayers for ceremonial of Enthronement. Also Szx Discourses of 
Father Matheo — his simple persuasive words warm every heart. 
Each booklet 10 cents; $8.00 per 100 
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The Last Communion of St. Dionysius, Martyr. 


) T the beginning of the second century, our Lord deigned 
L | 








to prove by a wonderful occurrence His real presence 
} in the Blessed Sacrament, and at the same time show 
His love toward His faithful servants. The incident is. 
recorded in the life of St. Dionysius, first bishop of Paris. 

Dionysius came from Athens to Rome, to visit St. Paul in 
his imprisonment. By St. Clement he was then sent to Gaul with 
Rustikus, Eleutherius and others to announce the Gospel. On 
his journey he passed through Arles where he strengthened the 
Christians in their faith who had been converted by St. Paul and 
Trophimus. From here he repaired to Paris in order to gain this 
city to the true religion also. Glorious success crowned his arduous 
labors. Virtue commenced to flourish, the commandments were 
most conscientiously observed. 

The holy bishop and his newly converted Christians rejoiced 
at this success, but the druids, seeing the altars of their divinities 
gradually deserted, became embittered to the highest degree. 
They influenced the prefect Feszennius in their favor, who im- 
prisoned St. Dionysius, the priest Rustikus and the deacon Eleu- 
therius. 

Dionysius had already reached the advanced age of one 
hundred and ten years. Courageously the holy confessors under- 
went a trial before the magistrate, remaining firm despite flattery 
and threats. The fortitude and resignation of the saintly bishop 
were indescribable. He was scourged, stretched on the gridiron, 
exposed to wild beasts, cast into an oven, crucified. Yet amid 
these excruciating pains he never ceased to proclaim the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ. By a miracle he survived all these tortures and 
was again thrown into prison. 

Dionysius felt his end approaching and for the last time 
prepared to offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass from which he 
had always derived special strength and courage. 

He had pronounced the solemn words of consecration. The 
holy martyr was about to receive Holy Communion. Suddenly, 
the prison became-illuminated by an effulgent light. Surrounded 
by a host of celestial spirits, our Savior appeared in visible form, 
and taking the consecrated Host into His hands said: 

“Receive, O beloved son of My Heart, receive this precious. 
Gift which thou shalt receive in a much more perfect manner in 
the kingdom of My Heavenly Father. Great are the torments. 
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thou hast endured, greater still are the tortures thou wilt yet 
endure with unflinching steadfastness; but incomparably greater 
will be thy reward in heaven and the fame of thy sanctity on 
earth. Blessed in My kingdom will all be who here listen to thy 
words. Thy love for Me deserves that I grant thee whatever 
thou askest. Thy prayer shall always be heard for whomsoever 
thou dost petition Me.” 

After these words our Lord administered Holy Communion 
with His own adorable hands to the confessor of Christ. Then he 
vanished, leaving Dionysius ravished by this foretaste of heavenly 
joy. When he had finished his Mass and thanksgiving, the 
faithful who had visited their venerated shepherd, left the prison, 
consoled in their grief at the loss of their devoted father and his 
servants Rustikus and Eleutherius. 

That same day they were again summoned before the 
judge, who after vainly endeavoring to shake their steadfastness, 
condemned them to be beheaded. Having arrived at the place 
of execution, the three martyrs cast themselves on their knees. 
The venerable bishop raised his hands and eyes heavenward, 
praying: “Lord God, almighty Father, Son of the living God, and 
Thou, Spirit, Comforter, who art but one God, one and the same 
substance and an indivisible Trinity, accept the souls of Thy 
servants who today sacrifice their lives for Thy love!” 

With a loud voice, Rustikus and Eleutherius responded: Amen! 

After this brief prayer they were beheaded on a mountain 
not far from the city. This mountain is called in consequence 
Montmarte — “Mount of Martyrs” where today stands the glorious 
temple of the Sacred Heart. 


QOD OO SS 


A Letter of Pope Pius X. 





After the decree on frequent Communion had been published, 
the reception of daily Communion was introduced among the 
Students in the College of the Immaculate Conception at Chester- 
field, England. In a letter to the Holy Father, the rector, Rev. 
Patrick Wolfe, S. J., informed His Holiness that as a result of 
the decree, the Holy Communions had increased from six thousand 
to thirty-five thousand. In reply, Pius X. sent the Reverend 
Rector the following letter written by his own hand. 
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Beloved Son, Greeting and Apostolic Benediction! 

With sincere joy We have heard that the students of your 
College of the Immaculate Conception have accustomed them- 
selves to receive the Holy Sacrament of the altar daily. We 
know well that you are thus acting in accordance with the desire 
of Jesus Christ, with the intention of Holy Church and Our own 
advice. 

In the first place, therefore, We bestow on the superiors of 
your institution the praise they deserve for applying this preserv- 
ative of solid piety in the education of the pupils intrusted to 
them. We impart high praise also to the students because they 
labor with such great zeal and energy at the sandchfication of 
their souls. Indeed, if they daily receive their God, the source 
of grace, We foresee consoling results. As a fruit of their virtuous 
example, they will draw down heaven’s blessings not only upon 
their own souls, but also upon the college and upon their families 
for the benefit of both state and religion. Each one of them 
will tranquilly and gladly enjoy peace and happiness in this life, . 
and once receive an eternal reward. 

Full of love in the Lord, We impart to you, to the other 
superiors of the college, and to each individual student, the 
Apostolic Benediction as a token of heavenly blessing and as a 
proof of Our special esteem. Pius X., Pope. 


QOD OOO 


Feasts of Martyrs During the Holy Christmas Season. 


jewel INKED with the beautiful, peaceful Christmas festival so 
dear to the hearts of young and old, there are three 
other feasts wonderfully connected with the Nativity of 
our Lord. Great in His poverty, attractive in His aban- 
donment, mighty in His weakness, the King of Peace and glory 
has made His entry. He was the true Light which “illumines 
all men who come into this world,” and He had come to give 
testimony of the truth, — a bloody testimony indeed! Need we 
wonder, then, to see follow in His train martyrs who gave their 
very life’s blood in defence of the truths proclaimed by their Lord? 
The crib of our Savior is, as it were, surrounded by the most 
noble representatives of three classes of martyrs. 
There are martyrs in will and martyrs in deed. St. Stephen 
was of the latter class, the first to voluntarily lay down his life 
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for Christ. With holy enthusiasm the Fathers of the Church 
celebrated this feast in connection with Christmas. St. Gregory 
of Nyssa writes in the fowth century: “Behold, we celebrate 
one festival after another! Yesterday the Lord of the world led 
us to pasture; today the successor of the Lord feeds us. Jesus 
Christ put on man for us; Stephen put off man for Christ. Jesus 
descended to earth for us; Stephen left the world for Jesus.” 

In similar language St. Fulgentius gives expression to his 
sentiments: “Yesterday the Savior so ardently desired was born 
for the curse-laden world; from the throne of glory the Only-be- 
gotten of the Father descended in order to draw us heavenward. 
Today the first confessor of our faith is born for heaven; today 
ascends the first martyr of Christendom to that glory which yester- 
day the Lord and King of heaven desired to leave for infinite 
love of us. Yesterday the angels of heaven joined with earth in 
celebrating the greatest day of joy for this valley of tears, as they 
exultingly sang: Gloria in excelsis Deo! Today in heaven, they 
hail with triumph the first martyr of Jesus Christ. 

“By the commemoration of Adam and Eve on the day preced- 
ing Christmas, Holy Church reminds us of human frailty and 
its deplorable consequences. On the day following Christmas, 
the feast of St. Stephen, we are shown the power of Christian 
fortitude which conquers the world, the flesh and the devil, and 
triumphantly soars heavenward from this vale of tears.” 

Not all, however, who possess the strength, are destined to 
seal their testimony with their blood. These are the martyrs in 
will without the deed, and the most admirable representative of 
this class is St. John the Evangelist. 

This beloved disciple had truly proved his love by word and 
deed. His whole life was an operation of love. Was he not 
singularly privileged by our Lord Himself at the institution of 
the Blessed Sacrament? None other was so favored as to repose 
on the bosom of Jesus! How beautiful ! — at the Banquet of love, the 
disciple of love was nearest to the loving heart of Jesus! His writings 
breathe throughout the most tender charity, and one feels the 
ardor of love breaking forth from each word with which he de- 
sires to enkindle the hearts of men. “He that loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for God is charity” (1 John iv. 8). “If any man say, 
I love God and hateth his brother, he is a liar. For he that 
loveth not his brother, whom he seeth, how can he love God 
whom he seeth not?” (1 John xiv. 20). 

How expressive of charity is St. John’s famous sermon pre- 
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served to us by St. Jerome. So short and yet so long, so simple 
and yet so significant in contents are his oft-repeated words of 
exhortation: Children, love one another! Neither was St. John: 
spared persecutions of every kind, and only the miraculous inter- 
vention of God prevented his death as a martyr, when he was 
cast into the cauldron of boiling oil. Our Lord wished to preserve 
this herald of divine love still longer in the world. He granted 
him, like the other apostles, the glory of martyrdom, but did not 
leave to men the power to shorten so precious a life. 

This singularly beautiful group of festivals is brought to a 
close by the feast of the Holy Innocents. These little ones be- 
long to the third class of martyrs, who, though not having the 
will, yet, accomplish the deed. They were ill infants and had 
not the power to express their will. They confessed God’s glory 
Jesus Christ, not in speech, but by their death, as the Church 
prays. The day of their death on earth was their birthday in 
heaven. It has always been customary in the Church to have 
two celebrations for this day. On the feast itself the priest wears. 
a purple vestment to signify the sorrow and grief of the mothers 
whose cherished infant sons were torn from their arms and cruelly 
put to death by the murderers’ sword. On the octave, however, 
the Church wears white to express her happiness at the glory 
enjoyed by the youthful martyrs. 

Dear reader, does not the reflection on these three feasts ani- 
mate your heart with holy sentiments? Yes, they remind you 
that you, too, are called to be a martyr of Jesus. You will not 
belong to the last class, neither in all probability will you be 
numbered among the first. The second class, however, is open 
to you. Ah, you should be this type of a martyr, — a martyr 
of love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus, for the most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. If you earnestly desire this, then like St. John, hasten to 
the bosom of our Lord; let His Heart enter your heart by Holy 
Communion! The Holy Eucharist strengthens in battle, leads to 
victory, and obtains for you the palm of eternal glory! 

By His Incarnation our Lord gave Himself to all men in genera/; 
in the Holy Eucharist He gives Himself to each of us in particular, 


to make us understand the special love which He entertains for each 
one of us. — St. Alphonsus Liguori. 


QO DOS SOS 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 











a} Y firm resolution for 1920 is: I will say my prayers 
devoutly, much more devoutly than during the 
7 past year. This I am determined to do. I will 
sanctify every day by pious prayer, being 
convinced that through fervent prayer I shall 

ae obtain grace upon grace to lead a truly Christian 
life. Above all, I will carefully avoid too great haste and lack of 
reverence at prayer. 





Necessity of Prayer. 


Whoever wishes to obtain heaven must pray. Holy Scripture 
exhorts us to no other good work as frequently as to prayer: “Let 
nothing hinder thee from praying always” (Ecclus. xviii. 22). 
“Watch in prayers” (1 Peter iv.7). “Be instant in prayer” (Rom. 
xii. 12). “Praying at all times with all instance and supplication” 
(Eph. vi. 18). How emphatic are the words: “We ought always 
to pray and not to faint”! (Luke xviii. 1.) 

The language of Holy Writ is also the language of the saints. 
St. Alphonsus, in several passages of his writings, complains bitterly 
that preachers and confessors speak so seldom of prayer and fail 
to encourage the faithful as much as they ought in this regard. 
He desires that in their sermons and while discharging their sacred 
duties in the confessional, they should be most zealous to impress 
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upon souls the vital importance of prayer, saying continually, 
“Pray, pray, pray!” 


Excellence and Sublimity of Prayer. 


What an honor for us to speak to God, wherever and whenever 
we wish! With what reverence we should converse with Him. 
“This is a privilege that is denied even to the angels,” says St. 
Chrysostom; and he declares, “Prayer transforms hearts of flesh 
into spiritual hearts; tepid hearts into zealous hearts; human hearts 
into divine hearts.” 

St. Francis de Sales on one occasion was explaining to children 
the happiness of our first parents in paradise. “One of their sweetest 
joys,” he said, “was that Adam and Eve were permitted to walk 
with God and to speak with Him as to a loving Father.” Sensibly 
moved by this reflection, a little boy exclaimed, “Oh, what a pity 
we can’t do the same now! How I would like to speak to God! 
How I would enjoy walking with Him!” 

The holy bishop smiled at this pathetic utterance and in his 
winning manner replied kindly: “Be of good cheer, my child! 
Paradise was lost to us by the first sin, it is true, but God was 
not lost to us. Everywhere He is near us. We may speak and 
communicate with Him at all times and wherever we are. This 
is done when we pray to Him. In prayer we associate with Him; 
in prayer we hold sweet communication with God, and God with 
us, and this intercourse contains nothing but bliss and happiness.” 


Prayer Forces God. 


Great and glorious are the effects of devout prayer! Prayer 
moves God to grant us His gifts and graces, yea, it forces Him 
to do so, because God is infinitely good and merciful. Our Divine 
Savior says, “If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven, give good things to them that ask Him?” (Matt. vii. 11). 

To inspire us with still greater confidence our Lord made 
this solemn promise: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you” (Luke xi. 9). 
“All things whatsoever you ask when ye pray, believe that you 
shall receive, and they shall come unto you” (Mark xi. 24). 
“Amen, amen, | say to you, if you ask the Father anything in 
My name, He will give it you” (John xvi. 23). 

How clear and emphatic are. these words emanating from 
the lips of our Divine Savior! God desires to hear our prayer 
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because He is good; He must hear our prayer because He is just 
and has given us His solemn word and promise. 


Prayer Obtains the Greatest of All Graces, 
Final Perseverance. 


The grace of final perseverance is the grace of a good death. 
This is the greatest of all graces. A happy death is the end of 
all evil, the beginning of all bliss. 

The grace of perseverance is the most necessary of all graces. 
Our eternal weal or woe depends upon it. “But he that shall 
persevere to the end, he shall be saved” (Matt. xxiv. 13). 

Prayer can obtain for us the grace of final perseverance. This 
do@trine is taught unanimously by saints and masters of the spiritual 
life. All agree with the famous teaching of St. Augustine: “The 
grace of perseverance can be merited by humble supplication.” 
The devout and learned Suarez affirms, “If anyone resolutely 
continues to pray for the grace of perseverance, he will infallibly 
obtain it.” 

“We know,” says St. Augustine, “that God grants the grace 
of final perseverance only to those who ask Him for it.” 

Although our Lord had solemnly assured St. Gertrude that 
she would attain eternal glory, nevertheless, she continued to pray 
fervently every day for the grace of final perseverance. 

Let us consider the words of the learned Bellarmine: “‘It is 
not sufficient to pray for the grace of final perseverance once or 
a few times only. We must continue to pray for it every day, 
even to the end of our lives.” Let us pray for this grace in the 
morning, let us pray for it in the evening, at holy Mass, at Holy 
Communion, and our Lord will assuredly grant us this greatest 
of all graces. 

By most ardent and earnest prayer we must endeavor to 
obtain from Divine Mercy the grace of a holy death. Prayer 
Strengthens us in temptation, enlightens our understanding, incites 
our heart to virtue, enkindles it with love for God, and draws 
down God’s blessing upon our labor. Every prayer, though only 
a short aspiration, increases sanctifying grace in our souls and 
augments our heavenly glory. 


A Great Mistake at Prayer. 


God conceals His splendor in the Blessed Sacrament, but 
He is none the less the Lord of Majesty, and His exalted dignity 
requires us sinners to pray in His presence with humility, devotion 
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and becoming reverence, whether we pray alone or with others. 
If we pray in common, it is highly improper to rattle off our prayers 
as quickly as possible. It would seem we could not finish soon 
enough. How many persons give no thought to God as they 
hastily repeat a certain number of Paters or Aves. Asa rule, it 
is utterly impossible to have any devotion at such hurried prayers. 
Those who do not wish to pray slowly, in an edifying manner, 
not only rob others who pray with them of the consolation and 
fruit of devotion, but they rob God of the honor due to Him, and 
deprive themselves of the benefits of devout prayer. 

We ourselves would never dare to present our petitions in 
such a hasty, unfeeling manner to an earthly superior, whether of 
a spiritual or civil order. We would forbid subjects to approach 
us in such an attitude. How much more should we shrink from 
addressing God, the Most High, in so irreverent a style. 

How do devout persons prepare for prayer? First of all they 
recollect themselves, and endeavor to bring themselves to a solemn, 
tranquil frame of mind. They dismiss all earthly cares and be- 
gin with fervor and wonderful simplicity to speak with God and 
give expression of their love for Him. The Holy Ghost helps 
them pray; He inspires them with holy thoughts and inflames 
their hearts with burning love. 

The saints were most solicitous to avoid all haste and con- 
fusion at prayer. They realized that a loving, tender union of 
the soul with God is possible only if the mind is composed and 
tranquil, if peace and good will reign in the heart. Then the 
Giver of all good comes and enriches the human heart with precious 
heavenly treasures of grace. 

Priests, parents and teachers have the sacred duty to insist 
that prayers said in common are recited slowly, devoutly, distinctly 
and in an edifying manner. Spiritual writers declare, and this 
we have all experienced: Ha&te is the death of devotion! 


We cannot too highly recommend to our readers the brochure, 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. Short, practical instructions 
and sayings of saints on the great necessity and value of prayer. 
64 pages, 10 cents per copy; $8.00 per 100. 
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Prayer Books by Rev. F. X. Lasance 


Young Man’s Guide. Counsels, reflections and prayers for 
Catholic young men. Size 4% x34 inches, 782 pages. According 
to binding, $1.25; 1.60; 2.25 


Catholic Girl’s Guide. Counsels and devotions for girls in the 
ordinary walks of life, and in particular for the Children of Mary. 
5% x 3% inches, 680 pages. According to binding, $1.25; 2.25; 2.75 


The New Missal. in English. For every day in the year. Ac- 
cording to the latest decrees. Size 54 x 33% inches, 1243 pages. Not 
bulky. According to binding, $1.75; 2.25; 3.50 


My Prayer Book. Happiness in goodness. Reflections, counsels, 
prayers and devotions. The most popular prayer book in English. 
Size 55% x 4 inches, 702 pages. According to binding, $1.60; 2.25 


With God. 4 rich treasury of prayers, reflections and devotions 
for Catholics in all walks of life. Size 55% x 3% inches. QII pages. 
According to binding, $2.00; 3.00 


Manual of the Holy Eucharist. Conferences on the Blessed 
Sacrament and Eucharistic devotions. Size 54x3% in. 634 pp., $1.00 


Visits to Jesus in the Tabernacle. Hours and Half-hours 
of Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. With novena to the Holy 
Ghost, devotions for Mass, Confession, Holy Communion, etc. Size 
6% x 4% inches, 636 pages. According to binding, $1.75; 3-25 


Manna of the Soul. Extra large type edition. A book of 
prayers for men and women. Size 5% x 3% inches, 544 pages. 
According to binding, $1.25; 1.60 


The Prisoner of Love. Reflections on the Holy Eucharist. With 
prayers. 5% x 3% inches, 517 pp. According to binding, $1.25; 1.60 


Goffine’s Devout Instructions. Explanations in simple lan- 
guage of the life and teachings of our Lord, the doctrines of Holy 
Church, the Commandments, Sacraments, etc. The best, the cheapest, 
and the most popular illustrated edition. Highly approved. Print- 
ed from large, new type and is substantially bound. $1.35 


Visits to the Most Holy Sacrament and to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. By St. Alphonsus Liguori. For every day in the month. With 
devotions for Mass, Communion and Stations. $0.50 


The Glories of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. How It is 

and ought to be venerated and adored. Instructions and exhortations 

taken from or composed in the spirit of Blessed Margaret Mary. 

With prayers. From the original of Rev. M. Hausherr, S.J. $1.00 
PoStage extra on above books. 





Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 


Nine days’ devotion to the Divine Infant, veneration of the mysteries of the 
holy Childhood and other beautiful prayers in honor of the Holy Child Jesus. The 
devotions are unsurpassed in charm and beauty. 5 cts. each; per 100, $4.00 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


“This Manual of Adoration fills a timely want and will be 
welcomed not only by members of communities having Perpetual 
Adoration but also by many of our good faithful people who are 
looking for just sucha Manual...” 2+. Rev. J. Schrembs, Bishop of Toledo. 

‘The material of this volume is excellent, and will without doubt 
inspire those who use it with a greater devotion to our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament.” Cardinal Gibbons. 

Excellent for Private visits to the Blessed Sacrament, for Forty Hours 
Devotion, for the Holy Hour, for Sunday afternoon services. 


Printed on fine quality paper. DE LUXE edition. Size 5 x 7 1-2 inches. 
400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $2.50; gold edges, $3.00 


Fine Rosaries on Rolled-gold Chain 


. 3935 Elegantly carved small go/d beads $5.00 
. 3936 Elegantly carved medium size go/d beads 6.00 
lo. 3937 Elegantly carved large gold beads 7.00 

104 Bridal Rosary — Iridescent beads. Chain, center 

emblem and cross ornaments of rolled-gold. At- 

tached to rosary is an extra large cross of select 

real Mother of Pearl, the tips artistically embellish- 

ed with symbolic designs 


Tmitation Stone Beads 
No. 1to1 Small beads, 10 years guarantee, different colors 
No. 102 Large beads, 10 years guarantee, different colors 
No. 103 Fine, oval beads, /e¢and Garnet only, zo yrs guarantee 
No. 1oos Beautifully carved oblong /e/ beads, artistic crucifix 


Genuine Cocoa Rosaries 


No. 20 Small beads, 14 inch $0.35 Medium size beads 16 in. 

No. 21 Large, oval beads, steel or link chain, steel cross 

No. 22 Small beads, chain between, nickel-bound cross, or 
large oval beads, strong link chain, nickel-bound cross 

No. 23 Large oblong beads, heavy linked chain, 2-in. cross 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated on gold-filled chain $2.00 Not on chain 1.25 


Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 
No. 63 Engraved, on gold-filled chain, small size 2.75 
No. 64 Beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain, large size 206 
No. 65 Not on chain, small, K. of C. seal in colors, watch fob 1.75 
No. 66 Not on chain, large size, engraved 2.50 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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